\i\^r\ ^^^^ 



COOPERATION TREATY 



To: Sakaguchi Yoshihiko 

Address : 

19-9-70L Harigaya 3-chome, Urawa-ku, 
Saitama-shi,Saitama, 330-0075 



PCT 

NOTICE OF TRANSMITTAL OF INTERNATIONAL 
PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



Despatched : 



16.11.2004 



Applicant's or Agent's File Reference: 
G 102009 



Important Notice: 



International Application 
No. : 
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International Application 
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1 9.08.2002 



Priority Date: 



Applicant : 
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1. When the International Preliminary Examination Report and the Annexes 
have been ccmpleted, the Internatioanl Preliminary Examining Authority 
notifies the applicant to the effect that these documents will be sent 
together with the transmittal letter. 

2. V?hen the International Preliminary Examination Report and the attached 
documents have been completed , copies of these documents are transmitted 
to the International Bureau so that they will be notified to all Elected 
Offices . 

3. The International Bureau shall prepare English translation of the 
International Preliminary Examination (except for the annexes) and send 
them to the elected office if requested. 

4. Notice 

(translation oratted) 



Name and Address of Receiving 
Office : 

Japanese Patent Office (IPEA/JP) 
No. 4-3, Kasumigaseki 3-Chame, 
Chiyoda-Ku, Tokyo 100 



Authorized Officer: 
Director-General of Patent Office 

Tel: 03-3581-1101 Ext. 
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Jl^ PCT 
INTERNATION^^RELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



Applicant's or Agent's 
File Reference: ^102009 


Regarding after procedures, refer the notice 
of transmittal of international preliminary 
report (PCr/IPEA/416) 


International Application 
NO. : PCT/JP02/08345 


International Application 
^te: 19.08.2002 


Priority Date: 



International Classification (IPC): 

Int.CL. 7F16K11/74 



Applicant: 



TOTO LTD. 



1. This International Preliminary Examination Report established by the 
International Preliminary Examination Authority is served under the 
provision of Rule 57 (Art. 36 PCT). 

2. This International Preliminary Examination Report consists of 3 
pages in all. 

fxl The annexes, namely, the amendments made during the International 
Preliminary Examination and/or the specification, claims and/or 
drawings including amendments made against the International 
Preliminary Examination Authority are attached to this International 
Preliminary Examination Report. 

This annex consists of 5 pages in all. 



3. This International Preliminary Examination Report contains following 
subjects. 

I (3 Basis of the International Preliminary Examination Report 
H CD Priority right 

m □ emission of International Preliminary Examination Report regarding 
novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability 

IV □ Omission of singleness of invention 

V S International Preliminary Examination Repot on novelty, inventive 

step or the industrial applicability and the literatures and 
explanation substantiating thereof. 

VI □ Some kind of cited reference 

VH □ Informal international application 

VU □ International Preliminary Examination Report on international 
application 



Receiving Date of Demand for 
International Preliminary Examination: 

1 6.02.2004 


Establishing Date of International 
Preliminary Report: 

15.10.2004 


Name and Address: 

Japanese Patent Office (IPEA/JP) 

No. 4-3, Kasumigaseki 3-Choine, 
Chiyoda-Ku, Tokyo 100 


Examiner of Patent Office 
(Authorized Officer): 



International Preminiinary 
Examination Report 



International Application No. p 



I . Basis of the International Preliminary Examination Report 



02/08345 



. This International Prelijninary Examination Report has been drawn on the basis 
of; 

n the international application as originally filed. 



the description, pages 



the claims. 



the drawings. 



pages 


1,5-25 




pages 


pages 


2,3,3/1,4 






4-9 










1,3 




sheets/Fig 


1-7 





,as originally filed. 
7fild with the demand. 



06.08 2004 

,as originally filed 
7as amended lander Artile 19. 
7filed with the demand. 



sheets /Fig. 



06.08.2004 

, as originally filed. 
', fild with the demand. 
', filed with the letter of 



2. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of 

pages: 

sheets of drawings/Figures No. 
claim 2 

3. □ This International Prelinainary Examination Report has been established as 

if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been 
considered to go beyond the disclosxire as filed, as indicated in the 
Supplemental Box. Additional observations below. 

4. Additional observations, if necessary: 



H .Priority 



1. □ This International Preliminary Examination Report has been established as 

if no priority had been claimed due to the failure to furnish within the 

prescribed time limit requested: 
r~l Copy of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed, 
rn translation of the earlier application v^ose priority has been claimed 

2. □ This International Preliminary Examination Report has been established as 

if no priority had been claimed due to the fact that the priority claim has 
been found invalid. 

Thus for the purpose of this International Preliminary Examination, the 
international filing date indicated above is considered to be the relevant date. 



immNATXONAL PRELIMINARY 
EXAMINATION REPORT 



^^^^^ International Application No, ^ ftj^J P02/08345 
i^^r Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, ir 



V. Reasoned statement un^^ Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step 
or ind\isrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such 
statement 



1. STATEMENT 

Novelty (N) Claims 1,3-9 YES 

Claims NO 

Inventive Step (IS) Claims 1,3-9 YES 

Clai ms NO 

Industrial Applicability (lA) Claijns 1.3-9 YES 

Claims NO 



2. CITATIONS AND EXPLANATIOSJS 

Reference i: JP4- 302781 A (Yamagata Seisakusho) 1992.10.26 

[0017] , [0044] - [0049] (Family non) 
Reference 2: JP48-40489 Bl (HONMAKenji) 1973,11.30 Figures 3 and 4(Family non) 
Reference 3: JP9-89124 A(Friedrich Grohe AG.) 1997.03.31 [0002] & DE 19534849 A & 

US 5704588 A 

Reference 4- JP8-128541 A (Kyocera Corp.) 1996.05.21 [0043] (Family non) 
Claim 1 

A disk valve wherein a groove formed on one end face of the first disk forms a 
communication passage is not disclosed in any of the cited references and not obvious 
for those ordinarily skilled in the art. 
Claim 3 

A disk valve wherein a part of the end portion of the first through hole at the side of the 
one end face of the first disk forms a communication passage is not disclosed in any of 
the cited references and not obvious for those ordinarily skilled in the art. 
Claim 4 

The invention of claim 4 has novelty and inventive step over the cited references. 
Claim 5 

The invention of claim 5 has novelty and inventive step over the cited references. 
Claim 6 

The invention of claim 6 has novelty and inventive step over the cited references. 
Claim 7 

The invention of claim 7 has novelty and inventive step over the cited references. 
Claim 8 

The invention of claim 8 has novelty and inventive step over the cited references. 
Claim 9 

The invention of claim 9 has novelty and inventive step over the cited references. 
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